
 

 
Let's look for ways to make a courageous impact this week! 
 
2 Timothy 1:7-“For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.”  Be encouraged 
by Bible heroes who were IMPACT movers and shakers because of their courage. 

1.    Jochebed-The Courage to Choose Life-Exodus 1 and 2   - Realizing that the Hebrew people were growing so fast 
numerically, and afraid they may overtake the Egyptians and that Egypt would lose its slave labor, the Pharaoh ordered that 
every Hebrew male baby was to be killed.  When Moses was born, Jochebed displayed immense courage by figuring out a 
way to hide her son.  She made a basket out of papyrus and set him to float on the Nile River. 

Choosing to protect Moses’ life meant Jochebed risked her own as she defied the Pharaoh’s edict.  How different would the 
Israelites’ story be today without Moses?  Oh how the courage of one mom led to the liberation of millions of people just a few 
decades later.  We never know how one life will impact the world. 
 
2.    Nehemiah-The Courage to Care-Nehemiah 1 
Impacting a community begins with care and concern for the way things are currently.  Nehemiah heard about the sad 
conditions of those living in Jerusalem.  Verse 3 tells us he was told, "Those who survived the exile and are back in the 
province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with 
fire."  That status wasn’t good for an ancient city.  Walls were protection against enemies.  Walls kept their people and 
possessions safe.  Walls provided peace of mind as people could rest a bit easier. 
 
There are people all around us who are living vulnerable, unprotected, poverty-stricken, and fearful lives and they need 
someone to care about that.  Their walls are broken.  Who have you shown concern for this past week?  This past 
month?  God was able to use Nehemiah because he cared about the unprotected city. 
 
3.    Noah-The Courage to Continue-Genesis 6 
It was costly to build the ark.  It was a long, long project.  Scholars estimate it took anywhere from 40-75 years to build.  Day 
after day and month after month and year after year and decade after decade passed without flood-producing rains.  How do 
you continue to work and build and believe when something takes that long?  You do so with courage! 
Courage is different than confidence.  Confidence points to our ability, our track record, our assessment of how things are, 
and our predictions regarding how things will be.  But confidence comes when we know that we know that we know that we 
know that we have heard a word from God.  God had told Noah in Genesis 6:13-14 what would happen and what to do to get 
ready for it.  Believing God gave Noah the courage to continue. 
 
 
4.    Barnabus-The Courage to Support-Acts 9:26-30 
The Apostle Paul had been a persecutor and murderer of Christians until he met the Lord personally.  He was someone to be 
feared, not someone to follow.  But he had met the Lord, and Paul had changed!  Paul had been made new!  Paul was now 
one of the good guys!  When Paul came to Jerusalem, however, to meet with the church leaders they were on their 
guard.  They were seeking out the hidden agenda.  They didn’t trust one who didn’t have a trustworthy track record. 
 
Acts 9:26-30 details how Barnabus stepped up to vouch for Paul.  He took Paul with him to speak to the Apostles.  He 
explained how Paul had been converted.  Barnabus told them how Paul had been preaching Jesus and the Gospel message 
ever since that encounter.  It was Barnabus’s courage to stand behind someone everyone else would have written off that 
enabled Paul to get his preaching ministry off to a solid start.  Because of Barnabus’s testimony, Paul was accepted by the 
leaders of the church in Jerusalem. 
 
God hasn’t given us a spirit of timidity or fear, but one of courage.  We can do all things through Christ who gives us 
strength.  Greater is He who is in us than He who is in the world.  We can impact this culture by having the courage to choose 
life, the courage to care, the courage to continue, and the courage to support. 
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